Things Every Engaged Couple Should Consider
A sacramental marriage is very different from many of the living arrangements popular in our society. In society, two people get “married” simply by filling out a form and standing before a judge. Civil marriage is no more than a contract.

A sacramental marriage is a covenant – a profound and enduring bond between two people based on their word and their openness to the Word, Jesus Christ. A couple who is thinking about getting married in the Catholic Church should have several long, searching, honest and heart-to-heart conversations with each other and with God.
How do I know if I’m ready to marry?
· Do you love this other person so much that you are willing to lay down your life for him or her and are ready to put their happiness before your own?

· Are you marrying out of strength (I know who I am and am happy with myself) rather than weakness (I need someone to fill the gaps in my personality)?

· Is marriage being considered more for the parents’ sake or for ours?

· Is there any outside pressure to marry at this time?

· Are there any addiction problems?

· Any difficulties with communication or pattern of promiscuity, hoping marriage will change this?

· Have family/friends waved any warning flags?

· Are we living chastely, refraining from sexual activity?

How do I know if this is the right person?
· Do you love this person with all your heart and no longer feel an urge to look further for happiness?

· Do you share similar basic values about respecting human life, fidelity, what’s right and wrong, honesty, life goals, lifestyle?

· Are you physically attracted to this person?

· Can you imagine growing old together?

What is my relationship with God like?

· Are we deepening our relationship with God by an active prayer life?

· Do I go to confession and Sunday Mass on a regular basis?

· If from different faiths – how will we practice our faiths?

Is it necessary to feel “chemistry” between us for this to be the right person to marry?
Chemistry is good and necessary for a fulfilling marriage but it is not sufficient. Unfortunately chemistry is sometimes confused with infatuation which can be fleeting.

In the good sense, chemistry means you feel a strong physical attraction to the other and want to continually become closer. You feel happy in his or her presence and want to smile.

Infatuation means you are consumed with thinking of the other person to the point of doing silly or risky actions to be together. You are blind to the faults of the other and consumed with being noticed by him or her. Your need to be liked is so strong that you are willing to give up your own personality or morals for the other’s affection. Often infatuation is an unequal relationship between the object of adulation and the infatuated person.

What begins as a crush or infatuation, however, can develop into love if the feelings are mutual and the partners see each other as equals. The test is time.
Why should I attend a marriage preparation program? We’ve known each other for a long time and can’t imagine we’d learn anything new.
You don’t have to discover all the things that make a marriage work by trial and error. Others have done some of that work for you. You also get a glimpse into other couple’s marriages so you can have a more realistic sense of what’s normal and is not.

Although every marriage relationship is unique, there are many tips experienced couples can share that will help you when you face bumps in your own marriage. Marriage preparation programs don’t give answers, they give you an opportunity to talk with each other about the wide spectrum of “must have conversations” before marriage. You’ve probably talked about most of them, but you may have avoided a few. This is a time to check yourselves. Most likely you will find that you gain confidence in your decision to marry as a result of attending a marriage preparation program. You don’t have to reinvent the wheel.

How much does a typical wedding cost?
Many wedding planners will tell you that the average wedding costs between $20,000-$30,000, but it doesn’t have to. Remember that these are people whose business it is to help you spend money on your wedding. Although the ante has been rising as to what is considered “typical” for a wedding, simplicity can be elegant. Don’t let wedding debt keep you from financial solvency. Remember, a wedding is a day; a marriage is a life time.

These are just some of the issues every engaged couple should have discussed as their thoughts turned more and more to marriage. Sit down together, pray, go out to dinner, take several long walks – do whatever you can to seriously and honestly talk about all of these issues.
The Vocation of Marriage

All Christians in whatever state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of charity.

When the Catholic Church teaches that marriage is a Christian vocation it is saying that the couple’s relationship is more than simply their choice to enter a union which is a social and legal institution. In addition to these things, marriage involves a call from God and a response from two people who promise to build, with the help of divine grace, a lifelong, intimate and sacramental partnership of love and life.

The Second Vatican Council teaches that “all Christians in whatever state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of charity” (Constitution on the Church, n. 40). The call to marriage is a particular way of living the universal call to holiness given to every Christian in the Sacrament of Baptism. The calls to priesthood, or to the vowed religious life, or to the single life are other Christian vocations. Along with marriage, all of them equally though in different ways, are a response to the Lord who says, “Follow me.”

The call to love is “the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being.” In the vocation of marriage – something which “is written in the very nature of man and woman,” we see that “the love of husband and wife becomes an image of the absolute and unfailing love with which God loves” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1603 and 1604).

A vocation is a personal call. It is offered freely and must be accepted freely. Attraction to a certain way of life or to a specific person can be a good sign of being called. Most often a person comes to recognize and accept a vocation gradually. This process, sometimes called discernment, is an opportunity for growth. It can be helped by prayer and guidance from trusted mentors, friends and family.

However, what begins as attraction must deepen into conviction and commitment. Those who are called to the married life should be ready to learn what their vocation means and to acquire the virtues and skills needed for a happy and holy marriage.

The vocation to marriage is a call to a life of holiness and service within the couple’s own relationship and in their family. As a particular way of following the Lord, this vocation also challenges a couple to live their marriage in a way that expresses God’s truth and love in the world.
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