
Sacrament of Penance/Confession - Saturday, 4:00 -
5:00 pm and by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism - Please contact Deacon Jim
Shanahan at lfbaptisms@gmail.com to schedule your Bap-
tism. First-time parents are required to attend a prebaptismal 
instruction class. Please contact Deacon Shanahan to register 
for a class.

Sacrament of Matrimony - Registered parishioners preparing 
for matrimony should contact one of the priests at the rectory 
at least six (6) months before a proposed wedding date. A 
marriage date will be determined after consultation with a 
priest.

New Parishioners - Welcome to Little Flower Parish. Please 
register for parish membership by visiting our website 
lfparish.org. You are most welcome!

Departing Parishioners - We will miss you. Please notify
the rectory if you are moving away.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Noon Friday, one week before
publication date.

5607 Massachusetts Avenue Bethesda, MD 20816
info@lfparish.org

     Rectory     301-320-4538
     School     301-320-3273
     CCD     301-320-5233
     Convent     301-320-4775
     Fax      301-320-4541

The Rectory Office is open from 9 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday.

CHURCH OF THE LITTLE FLOWER
May 21, 2017

Sixth Sunday of Easter

MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Friday
6:30 am, 8:15 am and 12:00 Noon

Saturday
8:15 am, 5:00 pm (Vigil)

Sunday
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am and 12:00 Noon

Holy Day Masses - To Be Announced

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi, Pastor

Rev. Patrick S. Lewis, Parochial Vicar

Mrs. Patty Whitty, Parish Secretary

Rev. Msgr. William J. Kane, Pastor Emeritus

Rev. George E. Stuart, In Residence

Rev. Dylan Schrader, In Residence

Deacon Don Longano, RCIA Coordinator

Deacon Jim Shanahan, Coordinator of Special Sacraments

Mrs. Laura Kallen, Director of Communications & Website

Mr. Terry N. Eberhardt, Director, Music Ministries

Mrs. Ginny Curtin, Director, Music Ministries

Sister Rosemaron Rynn, IHM, School Principal

Sister Roberta Thompson, SNJM, Dir. of Religious Education

Mr. Joe Burns, Business Manager

Mr. Danny Wilbur, Youth Minister

Find us on the web

Please visit our websites for the most up-to-date
information on our parish and school activities.

lfparish.org
littleflowerschool.org
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Before leaving for summer vacation, I wanted to remind you about 
Faith Direct, our eGiving system, which allows you to support our 
parish and our ministries when you are unable to join us for Mass.

Through Faith Direct you can make all of your contributions to 
Little Flower via automatic payment from your checking account or 
credit card – just as you may do now with your mortgage, household 
bills, and other monthly payments. This is a great way to simplify 
your giving – and it’s the most cost-effective, environmentally-
friendly way for us to receive your gifts.

Sign up is easy, and can be done in just a minute by visiting:
membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/MD730/9

I hope you have a safe and satisfying summer full of fun and faith 
and that you return well rested and ready for another great Little 
Flower year. We will be here waiting for you.

-Msgr. Vaghi

UPCOMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE NEW & NOTABLE

Sunday, May 21

Religious Ed Class K - Gr. 5 10:15-11:30 am School

LF Concert Series 4 pm Church

HSG Mass & Social 5 pm RMR

Thursday, June 1

Msgr. Vaghi’s First Thursday Talk 7 am RMR

Little Flower School Graduation 4 pm Church

Friday, June 2

Holy Hour for Vocations 12:45 - 2:30 pm Church

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 1:00 pm Church

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 2:30 pm Church

BABY SHOWER 
The Parish Pro-Life Committee invites you to participate in our 
annual “Baby Shower” to collect gifts for mothers served by 
Centro Tepeyac, Forestville, and Shady 
Grove Pregnancy Aid Centers. The past 
years have been overwhelmingly successful 
due to your extraordinary generosity. The 
recipients are so grateful and continually 
send their heartfelt thanks. 
Please simply take a tag from the “Giving 
Trees” in the front of the Church, and purchase the item on the 
tag. Please place your gifts and donations on the back three pews 
on either side of the center aisle when you come to Mass during 
the month of May. 
Our Baby Shower collection will run through Sunday, May 28. 
Thank you so much for your kind support of these wonderful 
centers and the mothers in need.

HIGH SCHOOL GROUP MASH
All high school students and their friends are invited to join us for 
MASH (Mass + Social/Service Hour) TODAY, Sunday, May 21 at 5 
pm in the Rectory Meeting Room. Questions? Contact Fr. Lewis 
at psplewis@gmail.com.

JUILLIARD ALUMNI ENSEMBLE

Sunday, May 21 at 4 pm
Church of the Little Flower

Admission is free and open to the public

Presenting Opera Arias & Overtures, Songs, 
Spirituals, Folk Songs, Broadway Hits, 

in Special Tribute to our U. S. Veterans, in honor of Memorial Day!

LITTLE FLOWER 2016-2017

presents

Summer Masses
Starting Monday, June 19, all Masses
Monday - Friday during the summer
months will be held in Little Flower
Parish Hall. Masses on Saturday and
Sunday will be held in the Church.

Before you leave for vacation this summer...
sign up with Faith Direct
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SUMMER SEMINARIAN
We are delighted to announce that 
Seminarian Christian Huebner will be 
joining us at Little Flower this summer. 
Christian will be presenting a series 
of talks entitled, “Building a Personal 
Relationship with the Bible.” The talks 
will be held on Tuesday evenings 
beginning on July 11.
Christian grew up in the Midwest and moved to the 
Washington area in 2010 to practice law.  Having become 
a Catholic in law school, it took Christian a few years more 
to answer a further call to enter seminary.  After two years 
at St. John Paul II Seminary in DC, Christian was sent to the 
North American College in Rome.  He'll return there this fall 
to continue theology studies and priestly formation.
Christian has three sisters, two nephews, and parents who 
still live in his native Nebraska.  He enjoys the outdoors, 
writing, and conversation over coffee.

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear parishioners,

At Mass last Sunday, in the first reading, we heard the story 
about the origin of the diaconate (Acts 6:1-7). As you might 
imagine, this Bible passage is one of my favorites.

In the early church, the twelve apostles were required to 
respond to a conflict in the new Christian community. As 
experienced today, language differences sometimes led 
to perceived differences in treatment. The Twelve were 
confronted by the Greek-speaking Jewish Christians who 
were protesting that their widows were often ignored in the 
community’s distribution of food to the needy. The apostles, 
who were focused on proclaiming the Good News, did 
not want to surrender this important work. So the apostles 
“invented” deacons “to serve at tables” (i.e., to distribute 
food).

The diaconate is rooted in Christ the Servant (“The Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve” (Mt 20:28). Jesus 
had many titles and functions. He was teacher, Lord, priest, 
healer, and forgiver, to name a few. Deacons find their 
integration with Christ through his ministry as the one 
who came to be servant of all.

Recently, Pope Francis shared his view about the charism 
proper to the diaconate. The Pope expressed concern that 
“we must be careful not to see deacons as half-priests, half 
lay people.” The Pope explained that deacons have a clear 
charism in the Church and it must be built. 

The Pope stated that the charism of deacons is “service.” 
Deacons are the “guardians of service in the Church: service 
to the Word, service to the Altar, service to the poor.” 
Consistent with this charism, the Pope added that the 
mission of the deacon is to remind the Church that “faith, 
in its various expressions (community liturgy, personal 
prayer, the various forms of charity), possesses an essential 
dimension of service. Service to God and to brothers and 
sisters.” 

The Second Vatican Council restored the permanent 
diaconate because the Church felt that a sacramental 
diaconate could help build the sense of Christ’s presence to 
the world by being an icon of Christ the Servant.  In light of 
the many poor, oppressed and marginalized people in the 
world who are in need of Christ’s presence, please pray for 
vocations to the diaconate. 

Peace,

Deacon Jim  

“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the 
master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” 

Mt 9:37-38

Join your fellow parishioners in prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament at the “Holy Hour for the intentions of the Ordinandi” 
on June 2 at 12:45 pm.  

Unite with parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Washington as 
we anticipate the Ordination of our Priests on June 25!
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EDUCATION STEWARDSHIP CORNER

CYO BANQUET
Sunday, June 4 at 5pm
Little Flower Kane Field

Come Celebrate another Great Year of CYO Sports!

Players from all sports in Grades 3rd-8th are invited to 
attend as well as families.

$5 per person ($20 maximum per family).
Hot Dogs, Chips, Dessert and Drinks will be provided. 

New this year will be Parents vs. the 8th graders in a soccer 
match. (8th graders of all sports) To sign up to play as an 8th 
grader or parent please email: LFSSOCCER@GMAIL.COM

Walk-ins are not allowed. You must preregister for this event 
Registration closes June 2

TO REGISTER VISIT: lfparish.org/cyo

CYO FALL SOCCER REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL LITTLE FLOWER PARISHIONERS

CADET 1 CO-ED TEAM - Fee $100 
CADET 2  - Fee $100 
ROOKIES - Fee $125 

JV- Fee $125
VARSITY - Fee $125

EVALUATIONS FOR JV & VARSITY TEAMS ON JUNE 3 
Registration Questions:Trish Jones lfcyosports@gmail.com

Soccer Questions: Alex Mays  lfssoccer@gmail.com

TO REGISTER VISIT: lfparish.org/cyo

MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY
“Just as Mary surpassed in grace all others on earth, so also in 
heaven is her glory unique. If eye has not seen or ear heard or 

the human heart conceived what God has prepared for those who 
love Him (1 Cor. 2:9), who can express what He has prepared for 
the woman who gave Him birth and who loved Him, as everyone 

knows, more than anyone else?” 
(St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Doctor of the Church)

SAINTS AS MODEL STEWARDS 
May the saints whom we commemorate this week inspire us to use 
our own God-given talents and opportunities as He would have us do.  
Monday – St. Rita of Cascia (d. 1457) was married against her 
will at age 12, and for 18 years was treated cruelly by her husband.  
After he was killed in a brawl and her two sons died, she became 
a nun. St. Rita became known for her austerities, penances, and 
concern for others. She is venerated as the saint of desperate 
causes.  
Friday - the cheerful Philip Neri (d. 1595) ministered to the poor 
of Rome and founded the Congregation of the Oratory.  In the 
morning, he prayed “Lord, remember your son Philip so that he 
may not betray you yet again.”  And he was a saint!  Lord, keep us 
ever cheerful in our work for the glory of your name and the good of 
our neighbor. (From a Prayer over the Gifts.)
Saturday – The charismatic St. Augustine of Canterbury (died 
605?) used his great gifts to evangelize southeastern England.  
Following the advice of Pope Gregory, he retained as many of the 
local customs as possible without compromising the faith.

(From “Steward Saints for Every Day, “Voices of the Saints” and 
“My Catholic Source”)

TREASURE 
 Offertory, May 14  $21,019
 Offertory Goal  $21,500
 Poor Box  $     239

POOR BOX 
Donations in May will be for Covenant House, the largest privately 
funded, nonprofit childcare agency in the U. S.  As such, it helps 
abused, neglected, homeless, runaway and other at-risk youth.  
Their services include street outreach, health care, job placement, 
academic remediation, vocational training, substance abuse 
treatment and prevention programs, advocacy and legal services.

“The greatest help to perseverance in the spiritual life is the habit 
of prayer, especially under the direction of one’s confessor.” (St. 

Philip Neri, whose memorial is on Friday)

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
School will be closed on Friday, May 26 and Monday, May 29.  
Have a great long weekend.

FIELD DAY
Grades 1-8 will have their annual Field Day activities on the school 
grounds on Thursday, May 25.

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A SCHOOL
...that is committed to strong spiritual and moral values, academic 
excellence, and concern for others and is a vibrant school 
community - then we invite you to seriously consider Little Flower 
School.  There are limited openings in our school. Please call 301-
320-3273 to schedule a tour and obtain more information.

ATTENTION Parents of rising 8th graders attending 
Private Catholic School.

If you would like your child to participate in Little Flower Parish 
Confirmation preparation classes in the fall, please contact Sr. 
Roberta Thompson for an important informational packet and to 
ensure we have current contact information for you.
rthompson@lfschool.org or 301-320-5233.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
DeCarlo’s Restaurant

Let us ask for the grace to 
follow Jesus faithfully, not in 

words but in deeds.

Follow Pope Francis on Twitter
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THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE PRESENT CHURCH OF THE LITTLE FLOWER

This weekend marks the
50th anniversary of the
dedication of the present
Church of the Little Flower,
on 21 May 1967.

The photograph to the right
which shows the church under
construction, was published in
an issue of the parish newsletter,
“Roses & Thorns.”

In fact, the first Masses in the
new church were celebrated
weeks before, on Palm Sunday,
19 March 1967. This holy card
was given out to mark the
occasion. This particular card
was donated by Chip Lacey.

The 50Th AnniversAry of The presenT 
ChurCh of The LiTTLe fLower
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This list shows the items
placed in the corner-
stone of the church for
its dedication.

Note the address of the
parish, which was then
considered to be in
Washington, D.C.

On the right, Most Rev.
Patrick A. O’Boyle, the
Archbishop of
Washington,
blesses the cornerstone.

The “cornerstone” is only
ceremonial after all, since it
was the last to be placed.
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Inside the church,
Archbishop
O’Boyle kneels in
the sanctuary.

The first
Confirmation in
the new church
was celebrated
during the same
Mass that marked
its dedication.

The stained glass
windows were not
yet installed.

The women wore
veils, and the girls
had “beanies.” 

The rite of
Confirmation back
then included a
gentle slap from
the bishop.
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This photograph shows a wedding in the new church in 1968. 

Compare and contrast:

The mosaic behind the Crucifix has just been installed. At first, only cinder blocks were
visible.

The altar was later reconfigured, but at first the priest stood behind and above the
tabernacle.

At first the pulpit was much closer to the altar. On the far right pillar was a lectern. The
free-standing lectern is still in use, for example, for the reading of the Passion. On the
other pillar is a statue of the Infant of Prague.

In the 1970’s the statues of the Sacred Heart and of St. Thérèse were moved to their
present locations, and in their places relief carvings of angels were installed.

The altar rail was later mostly removed, but parts on either end remain.

Much of the furniture is still in use. The chairs for the priests and deacons were
decorated with cross-stitching donated by ladies in the parish. The design matches that
on the tabernacle. The same cross-stitching was on the kneeling pads for the altar rail,
which remained for many years after the rail itself was gone.



MAY 21, 2017
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS PRAYERS

Readings for Next Sunday:
1st Reading: Acts 1:12-14

Gospel: John 17:1-11
2nd Reading: First Peter 4:13-16

Prayers for Our Military — Brian Czech, Christopher Demanski, 
Michael Herman, Michael Hostage, Patrick Keogh, Aaron 
Palmer, Jamie Parker, David Phillippi, Matthew Pohl, 
Charles Samaris, Jonathan M. Watson.
We ask for updates as to whether these wonderful service 

personnel are back home or are still serving. Send name and APO 
address to Patty Caldwell at patty.caldwell@verizon.net.

Prayers for the Deceased — Please pray for the repose of the 
souls of Eleanor Argonis, Ruth Aurora de Lasso, Dianne Carberry, 
Patrick Joseph Colliton, Louise Connor, Hollis Doherty, Mary Jo 
Flanagan, Dorothy Flynn, Maurice Flynn, James Hartley, Maria 
Haywood, Ann Kelly, Joan Kernan Kelly, Blaine O’Donoghue, John 
F. O’Kane, Louise Packer, Antonio Ramos, Dorothy Rose, Dorothy 
Schmeideler, Sara Meneses Tamayo, Alice Waksmunski, Joseph 
Whalen. May they rest in peace.

Prayers for the Sick —Please include our sick in your prayers 
this week. Clip out the list and post it at home or insert it in your 
prayer book.Claire Alexander, John Berube, Rosemary and 
Melville Blake, Madeleine Brown, Brooks Cabe, Greg Coffy, Flynn 
Conley, Kaitlin DeMarco, Damien Dufour, Randy Duncan, Olivia E., 
Raymond Fenstermaker, Elizabeth Forst, Christian Francois, Jean 
Connors Glose, Bill Graefe, Will Hughes, Adam Hunter, Gerald 
Juha, Pat and Jim Lawon, Laurence H. Leong, Daniel Liguori, 
Mark Limke, Bill Luksic, Jane Markel, Hugh McElhennon, Elizabeth 
McGahran, Rita McMahon, John McMary, Lawrence Menapace, Sr. 
Anne Miriam, S.C., Angela Murphy, Rebecca Noble, Kathy O’Brien, 
Patty O’Brien, Susan O’Donnell, Colin Potts, Anne Ramachandran, 
Brian Slawta, Ted TePas, M.D., Frank Vita, Joan Voigt, Nicholas 
Warddell, Richard Whalen, Ernest Yambot.
N.B. — Please note that if after a month’s time you wish to
continue to be included in the prayers for the sick, call 301-320-
4538 or e-mail, pwhitty@lfparish.org.

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND
If you or a member of your family are unable to attend Sunday 
Mass and wish to receive the Eucharist, our parish has ministers of 
Holy Communion who are happy to make arrangements with you 
to receive the Eucharist at home. Please call or email Helen Taney, 
301-229-1488, hgtaney7@verizon.net.

HELPING HANDS
Fellow parishioners are available to help you in transportation to 
church, groceries and/or doctor’s appointments. Call Sue DuFour 
at 301-986-1386 or Linda Kildea at 301-257-1789 for assistance.

May 20, Saturday
            Acts 16:1-10/ John 15:18-21
 8:15 am  Maria Carmen Miranda

 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/ John 14:15-21 / First Peter 3:15-18
 5:00 pm  Dianne Carberry

May 21, Sunday
 Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/ John 14:15-21 / First Peter 3:15-18
 7:30 am  LF Parishioners
 9:00 am  Frederick Snyder
 10:30 am Flexie Gazelle
 12 Noon  Patrick Colliton

May 22, Monday
 Acts 16:11-15 / John 15:26--16:4
 6:30 am  Ann Brennan
 8:15 am  LF Parishioners
 12 Noon  All Souls

May 23, Tuesday
        Acts 16:22-34/ John 16:5-11 
 6:30 am  Patrick Colliton
 8:15 am  William Smith - SI
 12 Noon  Pilar Gonzalo de Moros

May 24, Wednesday
 Acts 17:15, 22--18:1 / John 16:12-15
 6:30 am  LF Parishioners
 8:15 am  Christian Parham
 12 Noon  All Souls

May 25, Thursday
 Acts 1:1-11 / Matthew 28:16-20 / Ephesians 1:17-23
 6:30 am  LF Parishioners
 8:15 am  Florence Raczynski
 12 Noon  Ann Boyden

May 26, Friday
 Acts 18:9-18 / John 16:20-23
 6:30 am  LF Parishioners
 8:15 am  All Souls
 12 Noon  Patrick Colliton
 
May 27, Saturday
            Acts 18:23-28 / John 16:23-28
 8:15 am  Andrea Shively

 Acts 1:12-14 / John 17:1-11 / First Peter 4:13-16
 5:00 pm  George Haiss

May 28, Sunday
 Acts 1:12-14 / John 17:1-11 / First Peter 4:13-16
 7:30 am  LF Parishioners
 9:00 am  All Souls
 10:30 am LF Parishioners
 12 Noon  All Souls

LF SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION
The next collection will be the weekend of June 3-4. Thank you 
for your generosity.

Newly Baptized are warmly welcomed to our parish. 
Victor Guillermo Chang (Christopher and Alicia Chang)
Finley Robert Ayers ( Austin and Erin Ayers) 

OUTREACH
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OTHER NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

COFFEE & DONUTS
Will resume in the fall!

TELEVISED SUNDAY MASS
• The Archdiocese of Washington airs a Mass filmed in the Crypt Church of the National Shrine Sundays at 10:30 am on WDCW-50.
 Trouble finding the Mass on Channel 50? If you have Verizon then the Mass will appear on your Channel 3.

• ABC Family airs Mass from 6:30 to 7:00 am each Sunday.

• CatholicTV broadcasts a weekly Mass from the Basilica of the National Shrine on Saturdays at 7 pm and 11:30 pm.

MASS TIMES WEBSITE
If you will be traveling please visit masstimes.org, a website for Catholics to get to Mass by helping them find churches and worship times 
worldwide. The masstimes.org website provides worship times, church locations, contact information, website links and maps.

HOPE CORPS
Catholic Charities is recruiting young adults to work in teams to lead volunteer events once a month for the next year.  Choose your project.  
Each month, Hope Corps members lead volunteers in one-time, short projects that make a big difference in a few hours: clean up a shelter, 
pack breakfast bags (Cup of Joe) for people who stay in our shelters, help load up food packages, and more. Hope Corps members receive 
training, swag, and gratitude! Get information and apply at www.CatholicCharitiesDC.org/volunteer.

ATTENTION FINANCIAL PROFESSIONALS!
Help motivated people to break the cycle of poverty. Join Catholic Charities “Financial Stability Network” of financial professionals who will 
offer pro bono financial education, financial coaching, and tax return preparation services for low-income families and individuals in the 
Archdiocese of Washington. If you have any type of financial experience, consider joining the new network. For more information and to 
apply, please contact Deacon Jim Shanahan jim.shanahan@cc-dc.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA: 100TH ANNIVERSARY
To mark the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Fatima, Portugal, the Catholic Standard is sponsoring a 
pilgrimage to the holy site on the exact date of the famous “miracle of the sun.” The Marian shrines pilgrimage from October 11-20 also 
includes visits to Lourdes, Guadalupe, Zaragoza, and Madrid. Call 1-800-777-7432 for details.

2017 JUBILARIAN MASS FOR MARRIED COUPLES
The annual Jubilarian Celebration of marriage, honoring couples married 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, and 51+ years, will be held Sunday, June 
25 at 2pm at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Cardinal Donald Wuerl will preside at the Mass. If interested, 
please contact Patty at pwhitty@lfparish.org or 301-320-4538.

CARITAS COUNSELING CENTER
Caritas Counseling Center, a ministry of Saint Luke Institute, offers confidential, professional, and compassionate therapy for individuals, 
couples, and groups. They understand the importance of faith and will assist you with recovery from grief, depression, stress, difficult 
relationships, and more. For more information, please contact Dr. Crystal Taylor-Dietz, director, at 301-431-6865, or visit caritas-sli.org. 
Calls are confidential. Caritas centers are located in Silver Spring, MD and Towson, MD.

MASS WITH HEALING PRAYERS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
St. Andrew Apostle Parish in Silver Spring is offering a Mass with Healing Prayers for Children and Families on Friday, June 9, at 6:30 
pm. All families with infants and families with children through 8th grade, are welcome! Following a teaching mass for children, families 
will be invited forward to kneel together before Our Lord in adoration, and the children will receive healing prayers through the priesthood. 
Confession will also be available throughout the evening. For more information, please visit the parish website http://standrewapostle.org 
or contact paula.a.zelaya@gmail.com
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY UNITE 
All young adults and families are invited to World Youth Day UNITE taking place on Saturday, July 22. It will feature artists Audrey 
Assad and Tony Melendez, TED-style talks by dynamic Catholic bishops, and opportunities for Confession and Adoration. A Vigil Mass 
will be celebrated by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington. The festival theme this year, chosen by Pope Francis, is “The 
Mighty One Has Done Great Things for Me and Holy is His Name.” The event will take place at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in 
Washington, DC (3900 Harewood Rd., NE) from 11:30 am-10 pm. Register online at www.wydunite.com/register.


