
Sacrament of Penance/Confession - Saturday, 4:00 -
5:00 pm and by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism - Please contact Deacon Jim
Shanahan at lfbaptisms@gmail.com to schedule your Bap-
tism. First-time parents are required to attend a prebaptismal 
instruction class. Please contact Deacon Shanahan to register 
for a class.

Sacrament of Matrimony - Registered parishioners preparing 
for matrimony should contact one of the priests at the rectory 
at least six (6) months before a proposed wedding date. A 
marriage date will be determined after consultation with a 
priest.

New Parishioners - Welcome to Little Flower Parish. Please 
register for parish membership by visiting our website 
lfparish.org. You are most welcome!

Departing Parishioners - We will miss you. Please notify
the rectory if you are moving away.

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Noon Friday, one week before
publication date.

5607 Massachusetts Avenue Bethesda, MD 20816
info@lfparish.org

     Rectory     301-320-4538
     School     301-320-3273
     CCD     301-320-5233
     Convent     301-320-4775
     Fax      301-320-4541

The Rectory Office is open from 9 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday.

CHURCH OF THE LITTLE FLOWER
July 9, 2017

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Friday
(during Summer)

8:15 am and 12:00 Noon

Saturday
8:15 am and 5:00 pm (Vigil)

Sunday
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am and 12:00 Noon

Holy Day Masses - To Be Announced

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi, Pastor

Rev. Patrick S. Lewis, Parochial Vicar

Mrs. Patty Whitty, Parish Secretary

Rev. Msgr. William J. Kane, Pastor Emeritus

Rev. George E. Stuart, In Residence

Rev. Dylan Schrader, In Residence

Deacon Don Longano, RCIA Coordinator

Deacon Jim Shanahan, Coordinator of Special Sacraments

Mrs. Laura Kallen, Director of Communications & Website

Mr. Terry N. Eberhardt, Director, Music Ministries

Mrs. Ginny Curtin, Director, Music Ministries

Sister Rosemaron Rynn, IHM, School Principal

Sister Roberta Thompson, SNJM, Dir. of Religious Education

Mr. Joe Burns, Business Manager

Mr. Danny Wilbur, Youth Minister

Find us on the web

Please visit our websites for the most up-to-date
information on our parish and school activities.

lfparish.org
littleflowerschool.org
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SUMMER LECTURE SERIES

Building a Personal Relationship with the Bible

BEGINS THIS TUESDAY!!

The Bible is the most important book in the world, God’s 
written text for humanity. But it can be intimidating to crack 
open, especially when we’re not accustomed to reading it for 
ourselves.

If you’d like to build your confidence and 
familiarity with the Bible this summer, 
please join our summer seminarian, 
Christian Huebner, for a series of talks, 
“Building a Personal Relationship with 
the Bible.” Tuesdays at 7 pm in Little 
Flower Hall, Christian will lead a study 
of one of the most fascinating little books 
of the New Testament, 1 Thessalonians. Along the way, we’ll 
gain practice in reading the Bible and understanding how it 
can speak to our lives today.

Join us at 7 pm in Little Flower Hall on the following Tuesdays:
July 11 - What the Bible says about Joy
July 18 - What the Bible says about Leadership
July 25 - What the Bible says about Longing
August 1 - What the Bible says about Living Well
August 8 - What the Bible says about the End of our Lives

Each talk is free-standing, so feel free to come as often as you 
can. Hope to see you there!

NEW & NOTABLE

The Joy of Becoming Catholic
Are you searching for a relationship with God?

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic?
Were you baptized Catholic and want to complete the 

Sacraments of Initiation – Eucharist and Confirmation?

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults) is a spiritual formation 
journey for those seeking to become 
Catholic.  The Little Flower RCIA 
process will begin in September 
and we welcome new participants. 
Please contact Deacon Don Longano 
(deacondonlongano@gmail.com) for 
more information.

Is Your Child Missing Sacraments?

Sometimes children miss the traditional timing for receiving 
the Sacraments. Whatever the reason, we are always happy 
to welcome these children and their families and will guide 
them through the process. For more information, contact 
Deacon Shanahan at deaconshanahan@gmail.com.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS:

Last summer Fr. Lewis led a successful Summer College Group 
on Sundays afer the noon Mass. If you are an 18-22 year-old and 
would be interested in meeting this Summer for fun, fellowship 
and faith enrichment, please contact Fr. Lewis at 
psplewis@gmail.com.

Summer Masses
REMINDER - All Masses Monday - 
Friday during the summer months will 
be held in Little Flower Parish Hall. 
Masses on Saturday and Sunday will 
be held in the Church.

Registration is now open!
Religious Education registration for the 2017-18 

school year for students in K-8 is underway. 
Please visit the parish website to register online by 

August 1, 2017.
For more information and questions, please contact 

Sr. Roberta at 301-320-5233.

The Little Flower Social 
Concerns Committee is 
collecting school supplies 
over the summer months to 
assist school-aged children 
in need.

Paper bags with a list of suggested supplies will be available 
throughout the summer months for your convenience. Please 
return your donation to Little Flower Parish by August 7 so 
that we may distribute the supplies before the new school 
year. Cleaning supplies (Clorox wipes/ Lysol spray/ hand 
sanitizer) and boxes of tissues are always welcome by all of 
the schools. Your donations are greatly appreciated by the 
students, the families and the faculty to support education 
and learning.

We are sincerely appreciative of your kindness and 
generosity always. If you have any questions, please contact 
Joanne Casey at 301-299-1090. 
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PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

STEWARDSHIP OF THE FAITH
“Oh, would some Power the gift give us, to see ourselves as God 
sees us.”
Commenting on this famous aphorism of Delphi, Randall B. Smith, 
Professor of Theology at the University of St. Thomas in Houston, 
adds “We come to know ourselves not by forsaking our obligations 
and loved ones in order to ‘find ourselves’ on some mountaintop 
in Tibet, but in worship, receiving the sacraments, and loving one 
another as God has loved us. We cannot fully find ourselves except 
through a free gift of self – to God and to others. This is the wisdom 
Christ brought; it is the Christian response to the challenge of the 
oracle at Delphi.” Professor Smith’s most recent book is “Reading 
the Sermons of Thomas Aquinas: A Beginner’s Guide” 

SAINTS AS MODEL STEWARDS
May the saints we commemorate this week inspire us to use our 
own God-given talents and opportunities as He would have us do.
Tuesday – St. Benedict (d. 547) is known as “the father of western 
monasticism.”  A part of the “Rule of Benedict” suggests that 
every good work should begin with an appeal to Christ to bring 
it to perfection, and urges that “we must always serve (God) with 
the good things he has given us.” This is the very essence of 
stewardship.  His motto was “Ora et Labora” (“Pray and Work.”)
Thursday – St. Henry (d. 1024), the first King of Bavaria and 
later Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire.  He had considerable 
wealth at his disposal and used it generously to benefit the Church, 
especially by building churches and encouraging missionary work 
and evangelization. 
Friday - The “Lily of the Mohawks,” St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-
1680), the first Native American to be proposed for sainthood. She 
refused to marry a Mohawk, was persecuted, and fled to a Christian 
village near Montreal, where she led a life of virtue and charity. “I 
am not my own,” she declared. “I have given myself to Jesus.”  We 
should make her words our own.
Saturday - St. Bonaventure (d. 1274), Franciscan, theologian and 
doctor of the Church. He was called the “Seraphic Doctor” because 
he was a gentle preacher and teacher, much loved by all. This 
good steward used his rich spiritual gifts on behalf of the Church’s 
mission. (Portions of the above paraphrased from “Steward Saints 
for Every Day” and “Voices of the Saints.)

TREASURE 
 Offertory, July 2  $17,707
 Offertory Goal  $21,500
 Poor Box  $     171

POOR BOX
Donations during July will go to the Dinner Program of the Shrine 
of the Sacred Heart in Washington, a program that furnishes meals 
to the needy.

“The great, the special privilege of Mary is, that she is all-powerful 
with her son. But, to what purpose would Mary have so great 

power if she cared not for us? No, let us not doubt, but be certain, 
and let us always thank Our Lord and His divine Mother for it, that 
in proportion as her power with God exceeds that of all the saints, 

so is she in the same proportion our most loving advocate, and 
the one who is the most solicitous for our welfare.”
(St. Bonaventure, whose memorial is on Saturday)

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

The week began with awkwardness and ended in exhilaration. At 
the opening Mass of our Little Flower & Blessed Sacrament youth 
service trip, Fr. Alec Scott preached about how squeamish Jesus’ 
teaching about the Eucharist had made his disciples.  So much so 
that only a few stuck around after he told them they must eat His 
flesh and drink His blood to have eternal life.

So too, said Fr. Alec, our week out in West Virginia, on our Little 
Flower & Blessed Sacrament youth service trip, was going to make 
us uncomfortable.  We would be sawing planks, painting walls and 
hammering shingles.  We would be meeting people who’d suffered 
in ways unfamiliar to us, especially under the weight of material 
poverty.  And we would be praying and learning about our Catholic 
faith in ways that were new to many of us.  But, Fr. Alec encouraged 
us, we should hold on.  Trust that the Lord would make clear what 
He wanted for us in due time.

It was a prescient word.  The Manus Christi (“Hands of Christ”) 
program at the Bishop Hodges Camp in rural Appalachia gives 
students a deep experience of their Catholic faith through prayer, 
intellectual life, and work.  Each morning at 6:45am, we gathered 
in the camp chapel for a time of prayer—whether Lectio Divina, the 
Rosary, the Liturgy of the Hours, or Eucharistic adoration.  After a 
quick breakfast, the campers broke up into smaller diakonia (Greek 
for “service”) crews for their work sites, often the rural homes of 
families or the elderly.  Under the supervision of an enthusiastic and 
prayerful camp staff, our students built roofs, dug trenches, cleared 
trash, painted ceilings and installed insulation until mid-afternoon, 
when everyone returned to camp for R&R, snacks and perhaps 
some swimming.  

In the evenings, we gathered again for creative lessons on the four 
principles of Catholic Social Teaching—(1) personhood, (2) the 
common good, (3) solidarity, and (4) subsidiarity—along with the 
chance to reflect on how we saw these playing out before us at 
the worksites.  Our nights always ended with St. Teresa of Avila’s 
prayer for a busy life, and singing the Salve Regina.

At the end of a tiring yet joyful week, just before a celebratory 
campfire, our own Fr. Patrick Lewis preached the closing Mass.  He 
recalled the moment when many students had tried out the camp’s 
high ropes course.  At the outset, Fr. Lewis remembered, you had 
to kick back from the ladder, trusting the harness to suspend you in 
mid-air.  Next, you commanded the ground team to pull the harness 
higher and higher into the trees.  And finally, you had to yank the 
release cord, which shot you swinging out over the lake.
Each of these moments was nerve-wracking, said Fr. Lewis, and we 
had experienced each of them over and over again in our week at 
Manus Christi.  Kicking off the ladder might have meant just coming 
along on the trip, or trying an unfamiliar style of Catholic prayer.  
Hoisting higher might have meant keeping a cheerful attitude under 
a hot sun on light lunch—in solidarity with the families whose homes 
we were visiting.  The moment of exhilaration was the joy at the end 
of this, being surprised by God’s presence, His real, personal love 
for us and for others.

A number of students reflected later that Fr. Lewis’s homily 
described their experience.  In these coming weeks, I’d encourage 
you to talk with the students who went on the trip, ask them about 
their experiences, and especially about how they met the Lord 
along the way.

-Seminarian Christian Huebner



CHURCH OF THE LITTLE FLOWER
BETHESDA, MD                              JULY 9, 2017

EDUCATION

The response to eGiving in our parish has been wonderful.  To build on this success, I am asking Little 
Flower families to put envelopes on a permanent “summer vacation” and make the switch to eGiving. 

By embracing this practice, you will simplify your giving and help provide our parish with consistent 
support. This is especially important in the summer months, when many families may be out of town some 
weekends and Little Flower does not receive their envelopes. It’s easy for people to forget to catch up once 
they’re back, and our weekly offertory can fluctuate as a result – making it harder to predict how much we 
will have to sustain our year-round ministries. 

Being part of this challenge is simple: visit faithdirect.net and use our parish code: MD730. 

The more families who welcome summer by enrolling in Faith Direct, the more consistent and predictable 
our offertory will be month after month – and this will help us do even more to spread Christ’s love throughout 
the community. 

I ask you to give eGiving your prayerful consideration, and give envelopes a permanent vacation this summer. 
May God bless you and your loved ones abundantly this summer and throughout the year!

Gratefully,
Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi
Pastor

GIVE ENVELOPES A PERMANENT VACATION!

CYO FALL SOCCER REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL LITTLE FLOWER PARISHIONERS

CADET 1 CO-ED TEAM - Fee $100 
CADET 2  - Fee $100 
ROOKIES - Fee $125 

JV- Fee $125
VARSITY - Fee $125

 
Registration Questions:Trish Jones lfcyosports@gmail.com

Soccer Questions: Alex Mays  lfssoccer@gmail.com

TO REGISTER VISIT: lfparish.org/cyo

Msgr. Vaghi’s newest book is available for purchase!

Recalling his own Holy Land pilgrimage 
experience, Msgr. Vaghi explores three 
significant events in the life of the early 
Church that can be traced back to the 
Upper Room in Jerusalem (sometimes 
called the “Cenacle”) in order to 
guide us to a deeper appreciation and 
understanding of living the Christian 
life in prayer, worship and service.
Meeting God in the Upper Room 
is available for purchase on shop.
franciscanmedia.org or amazon.com.
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MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS PRAYERS

Readings for Next Sunday:
1st Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-11

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23
2nd Reading: Romans 8:18-23

Prayers for Our Military — Brian Czech, Christopher Demanski, 
Michael Herman, Michael Hostage, Patrick Keogh, Aaron 
Palmer, Jamie Parker, David Phillippi, Matthew Pohl, 
Charles Samaris, Jonathan M. Watson.
We ask for updates as to whether these wonderful service 

personnel are back home or are still serving. Send name and APO 
address to Patty Caldwell at patty.caldwell@verizon.net.

Prayers for the Deceased — Please pray for the repose of 
the souls of Eleanor Argonis, Ruth Aurora de Lasso, Dianne 
Carberry, Patrick Joseph Colliton, Louise Connor, Hollis Doherty, 
Mary Jo Flanagan, Dorothy Flynn, Maurice Flynn, James Hartley, 
Maria Haywood, Ann Kelly, Joan Kernan Kelly, Jim Lawson, Blaine 
O’Donoghue, John F. O’Kane, Louise Packer, Bob Raczynski, 
Antonio Ramos, Dorothy Rose, Dorothy Schmeideler, Sara 
Meneses Tamayo, Alice Waksmunski, Joseph Whalen. May they 
rest in peace.

Prayers for the Sick —Please include our sick in your prayers 
this week. Clip out the list and post it at home or insert it in your prayer 
book. Claire Alexander, Beth Bernard, John Berube, Rosemary and 
Melville Blake, Madeleine Brown, Brooks Cabe, Greg Coffy, Flynn 
Conley, Kaitlin DeMarco, Damien Dufour, Randy Duncan, Olivia 
E., Raymond Fenstermaker, Elizabeth Forst, Christian Francois, 
Bill Gearon, Jean Connors Glose, Bill Graefe, Will Hughes, Adam 
Hunter, Gerald Juha, Pat Lawson, Laurence H. Leong, Daniel 
Liguori, Mark Limke, Bill Luksic, Jane Markel, Hugh McElhennon, 
Elizabeth McGahran, Rita McMahon, John McMary, Lawrence 
Menapace, Sr. Anne Miriam, S.C., Angela Murphy, Rebecca Noble, 
Kathy O’Brien, Patty O’Brien, Susan O’Donnell, Colin Potts, Anne 
Ramachandran, Charles S. Robb, Brian Slawta, Ted TePas, M.D., 
Frank Vita, Joan Voigt, Nicholas Warddell, Richard Whalen, Ernest 
Yambot.
N.B. — Please note that if after a month’s time you wish to
continue to be included in the prayers for the sick, call 301-320-
4538 or e-mail pwhitty@lfparish.org.

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND
If you or a member of your family are unable to attend Sunday 
Mass and wish to receive the Eucharist, our parish has ministers of 
Holy Communion who are happy to make arrangements with you 
to receive the Eucharist at home. Please call or email Helen Taney, 
301-229-1488, hgtaney7@verizon.net.

HELPING HANDS
Fellow parishioners are available to help you in transportation to 
church, groceries and/or doctor’s appointments. Call Sue DuFour 
at 301-986-1386 or Linda Kildea at 301-257-1789 for assistance.

July 8, Saturday
            Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29 / Matthew 9:14-17
 8:15 am  All Souls

 Zechariah 9:9-10 / Matthew 11:25-30 / Romans 8:9, 11-13
 5:00 pm  Nuns of LF

July 9, Sunday
 Zechariah 9:9-10 / Matthew 11:25-30 / Romans 8:9, 11-13
 7:30 am  Robert F. Mawhinney
 9:00 am  LF Parishioners
 10:30 am Marilyn Shanahan
 12 Noon  Pearl Dunne

July 10, Monday
 Genesis 18:1-15 / Matthew 8:5-17
 8:15 am  Sr. Maristella, IHM
 12 Noon  Luis Checa - SI

July 11, Tuesday
        Genesis 32:23-33 / Matthew 9:32-38 
 8:15 am  LF Parishioners
 12 Noon  All Souls

July 12, Wednesday
 Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7, 17-24 / Matthew 10:1-7
 8:15 am  LF Parishioners
 12 Noon  All Souls

July 13, Thursday
 Genesis 44:18-21, 23-29; 45:1-5 / Matthew 10:7-15
 8:15 am  LF Parishioners
 12 Noon  All Souls

July 14, Friday
 Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30 / Matthew 10:16-23
 8:15 am  David Skill
 12 Noon  Pat Wood

July 15, Saturday
            Genesis 49:29-33; 50:15-24 / Matthew 10:24-33
 8:15 am  All Souls

  Isaiah 55:10-11 / Matthew 13:1-23 / Romans 8:18-23
 5:00 pm  Nuns of LF

July 16, Sunday
  Isaiah 55:10-11 / Matthew 13:1-23 / Romans 8:18-23
 7:30 am  All Souls
 9:00 am  LF Parishioners
 10:30 am Lola Froman
 12 Noon  All Souls

OUTREACH

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

DeVol Funeral Homes

To defend human life, above all when it is 
wounded by illness, is a duty of love that 

God entrusts to all.

Follow Pope Francis on Twitter
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OTHER NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

COFFEE & DONUTS
Will resume in the fall!

TELEVISED SUNDAY MASS
• The Archdiocese of Washington airs a Mass filmed in the Crypt Church of the National Shrine Sundays at 10:30 am on WDCW-50.
 Trouble finding the Mass on Channel 50? If you have Verizon then the Mass will appear on your Channel 3.

• ABC Family airs Mass from 6:30 to 7:00 am each Sunday.

• CatholicTV broadcasts a weekly Mass from the Basilica of the National Shrine on Saturdays at 7 pm and 11:30 pm.

MASS TIMES WEBSITE
If you will be traveling please visit masstimes.org, a website for Catholics to get to Mass by helping them find churches and worship times 
worldwide. The masstimes.org website provides worship times, church locations, contact information, website links and maps.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA: 100TH ANNIVERSARY
To mark the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Fatima, Portugal, the Catholic Standard is sponsoring a 
pilgrimage to the holy site on the exact date of the famous “miracle of the sun.” The Marian shrine’s pilgrimage from October 11-20 also 
includes visits to Lourdes, Guadalupe, Zaragoza, and Madrid. Call 1-800-777-7432 for details.

WORLD YOUTH DAY UNITE 
All young adults and families are invited to World Youth Day UNITE taking place on Saturday, July 22. It will feature artists Audrey 
Assad and Tony Melendez, TED-style talks by dynamic Catholic bishops, and opportunities for Confession and Adoration. A Vigil Mass 
will be celebrated by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington. The festival theme this year, chosen by Pope Francis, is “The 
Mighty One Has Done Great Things for Me and Holy is His Name.” The event will take place at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in 
Washington, DC (3900 Harewood Rd., NE) from 11:30 am-10 pm. Register online at www.wydunite.com/register.

CATHOLIC BUSINESS NETWORK OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY
The Board of Directors of the Catholic Business Network of Montgomery County invites you to attend its 
monthly Friday Networking Breakfast Meeting to be held on Friday, July 14, 2017 at 7:30 am.

 
Our guest speaker for July is William "Bill" Fralin.  Bill is an estate planning attorney who founded The 
Estate Planning and Elder Law firm. He speaks frequently on topics relating to life care planning for 

seniors, elder law, asset protection and preservation and estate and incapacity planning. Please join us to hear from Bill and network with 
area business leaders. 
 
We meet on the second Friday of every month at Lahinch Restaurant near the Cabin John Mall (Lahinch Tavern & Grill, 7747 Tuckerman 
Lane Potomac, Maryland). Parking is conveniently located outside the restaurant. Please register to attend at www.cbnmc.com

HOLY LAND FESTIVAL
Experience the culture and life of Christians in the Holy Land at the 4th Annual Holy Land Festival on Saturday, July 15 from 11am-5pm 
at the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in Washington, DC (1400 Quincy St. NE). Enjoy authentic Arabic food, dancing, exhibits, 
vendors, speakers, and free tours of the monastery shrines and gardens. The sponsors are the Archdiocese of Washington, Franciscan 
Monastery, Bethlehem University Foundation, Holy Family Hospital Foundation, and Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation. 
Admission and parking are free; Brookland/CUA Metro or H6 bus. Learn more: myfranciscan.org/holylandfestival or 202-526-6800.

ENJOY BASEBALL AND SUPPORT CATHOLIC CHARITIES!
Come to Prince George's Stadium on Sunday, July 23 for Catholic Charities Day with the Bowie Baysox, supporting Catholic Charities’ 
work in Prince George’s County! Don’t miss Catholic Charities President and CEO Father John Enzler throw out the ceremonial first pitch 
before the Baysox take on the Altoona Curve at 2:05. A portion of each ticket purchased using the code CATHOLIC will directly benefit 
Catholic Charities. For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit baysox.com/tickets.

SUMMER OF SERVICE
Looking for a fun family activity this summer? Are you and your friends, fellow parishioners, or co-workers looking for a way to build 
community? Catholic Charities invites you to join them for the inaugural Catholic Charities DC Summer of Service! The three-month long 
volunteer campaign features 70 unique service opportunities throughout the Washington area. For more information, or to register for a 
service project, visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer.


