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From a Christian perspective, marriage is a covenant of love between a man and a woman.  It is also a public institution and, from a Catholic perspective, a sacrament   This sacrament mirrors the love of Christ for His Church. It is not just a personal, private relationship between two people. God Himself is the author of marriage.  It involves an obligation to society and to the Church.

When a couple asks for marriage in the Church, two things are presumed. First, each of the parties must be free to be married in the church. They must be mature enough, and ready and willing to enter into marriage as the Church understands it. Second, the couple should understand that their marriage ceremony must be celebrated according to the policy and regulations of the Church in general and the local parish in particular, which are based on the Church's understanding of marriage.

Because marriage is a social institution, civil law imposes certain conditions upon a couple when a marriage takes place.  The State regulates marriage in order to protect the rights of the parties to the marriage and to promote the common good of society. In a similar way, the Church regulates marriage in order to preserve the religious character of matrimony and to keep order in the household of the faith. The policy and regulations herein are aimed at ensuring a proper Catholic preparation and celebration of marriage. Some of the rules are those of the universal Church; others pertain to this particular parish only. But all of them are requirements for marriage at Little Flower Church.


Prerequisites for Marriage

Normally only parishioners known by the pastor and registered in the parish may be married at Little Flower  Church.  For a good reason, some exceptions are made to this rule. For example, if a person grew up in the parish or has family ties going back many years, consideration will be given to granting an exception. When an exception is made, written permission for the marriage must  be obtained from one's own pastor as well as from the pastor of Little Flower Parish. 

If the couple would like a specific priest/deacon of the parish to conduct their marriage, they must contact him directly. The celebrant of the marriage usually is one of the priests or deacons assigned to the parish. Exceptions can be made, for example,  for a celebrant who is a relative of the bride or groom.  Other priest friends are welcome to concelebrate the wedding. Please receive permission from the pastor of Little Flower Church to have an outside celebrant before contacting him.

The couple must contact the parish at least six months in advance of the wedding. Proper preparation requires of the couple sufficient time to come to terms with various aspects of the Catholic Faith and each other. In addition, this time requirement is designed to give the celebrant sufficient opportunity to become acquainted with the couple and prepare them adequately. The six months are counted from the couple's first meeting with the priest.

The marriage may not take place if either party has a previously existing marriage bond. In the case that one or both have been previously married, an annulment or declaration of nullity must be obtained before a Church wedding can take place. Such a proceeding is not automatic and may take a period of time to resolve. No plans for marriage can take place until the final decree of nullity has been received.

In a wedding between a Catholic and non-Catholic (an ecumenical marriage), the Catholic party's church must be the church of the wedding unless the couple obtains a dispensation to have the wedding in a non-Catholic setting. This dispensation must be granted by the Archbishop. Without the dispensation, the marriage of a Catholic outside the Church is invalid in the eyes of the Church.

The bride and groom should make all the arrangements for their wedding directly with the celebrant and should not ask relatives or friends to do this for them.

The couple should not arrange a reception, print their invitations, or make any other plans until they have confirmed a date and time with the parish priest. The priest must take into account parish scheduling and functions before he can confirm the date requested by the couple to be married.


                                                      Preparation for Marriage

Once the celebrant has agreed to conduct a marriage and the date has been fixed, the couple is asked to participate in a program of preparation to help them reach a deeper understanding of Christian marriage.

The couple is requested to meet with the celebrant as needed. The celebrant conducts the pre-nuptial investigation, obtains baptismal certificates, and fills out dispensations when the case requires. He will also instruct the couple in the Church's teachings on Marriage. Finally, the celebrant will help the couple plan their liturgical ceremony.

As marriage is a sacrament, the couple should prepare themselves by prayer and reception of the sacraments, above all, by regular participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. Preparation for marriage begins long before the ceremony. A couple develops attitudes towards Christian living well in advance of meeting each other.  An active life of faith, hope and charity, nourished by prayer and the sacraments, is the best preparation for a lifelong Christian marriage. The couple will be unable to appreciate their own wedding ceremony, which is by nature religious, if they do not cultivate their Faith. 


                                                      The Wedding Ceremony

The couple must  obtain a civil license from the State of Maryland and present this to the celebrant the

one week before the ceremony.  The license may be obtained at the Marriage License

Bureau, Rockville, Maryland,  Monday through Friday.

Vows, Readings and Prayers: The Rite of Marriage presents several options for the form of the vows to

be exchanged, as well as readings and prayers.  The priest will present the couple with a booklet of

these options.

Music: Little Flower’s organist, Jonathan Hellerman, will arrange for the music performed at the

wedding ceremony, and is under exclusive contract as organist for all weddings. The couple 

should contact him two months in advance of the wedding. Jonathan Hellerman will guide and assist 

in the selection of music that is appropriate for the ceremony. If the wedding takes place within a 

Mass then there must also be a cantor (solo singer) to lead the sung parts of Mass.  The 

organist will arrange for one of Little Flower's cantors to sing, as needed, for an additional fee. 

The organist also arranges for additional vocalists or instruments for the ceremony if the couple so

desires.

Readers: Family and friends of the bride and groom may participate in the wedding ceremony as

readers.   When you are considering your choice of readers, please choose those who appreciate the 

religious nature of the reading. They should know what they are reading and know how to read it for the 

dignity and beauty of your wedding. Readers are expected to participate in the wedding rehearsal.

Wedding Mass or Ceremony? When two Catholics are married, a Mass is encouraged. The Eucharist is 

the wedding banquet between Christ and His Church, and marriage is a sacrament because it is a 

symbol of this union between Christ and the Church.  Whether there is celebration of Mass for a couple 

of mixed religions should be discussed between the priest and the couple. 

Date and Time: Weddings at Little Flower  are  scheduled on Saturdays at 10:00 a.m., and between the 

hours of 1:30 and 2:30 p.m., or 6:30 p.m. 

Excessive Spending: Weddings are festive occasions and should be celebrated properly, but lavish 

spending, not in keeping with Christian simplicity, is not appropriate.

Fees and Offering to the Church:

a. An offering to the parish is appreciated and should be in direct proportion to the money spent on the rest of the ceremony and reception. It is an expression of gratitude for God's blessings and a material sign of support for the parish. The offering is for the parish and should be given to the priest one week prior to the wedding.

b. Parish secretary Patty Whitty will serve as the wedding coordinator for the service.  The coordinator's fee is $200, and should be given with all other fees to the priest one week prior to the wedding.

c. The organist fee is $250.00 and should be made payable to the organist, Jonathan Hellerman, and given to him at least one week prior to the wedding.  The cantor fee is $200, and also should be provided one week prior to the wedding.  Other music fees (for additional musicians) should be given to the organist at least one week prior to the wedding and made payable to the appropriate person(s).

Programs: If the couple wishes to print a program for the wedding ceremony, a draft of the program 

must be faxed to Little Flower wedding coordinator at 301-320-4541 before printing. A sample 

wedding program with appropriate format may be obtained from the wedding coordinator. If the 

wedding takes place within a Mass, the Guidelines for Receiving Communion must be printed in the 

program.

Photographs: Photographers may take pictures during the ceremony, but they must be discreet and 

unobtrusive. They may not enter the sanctuary or place recording equipment there.  After the ceremony 

they may take pictures inside the church so they should keep picture-taking during the ceremony to a 

minimum.  Flash pictures may be taken from the rear of the church during the processions but not 

during the ceremony. After the wedding, there will be approximately 30 minutes for pictures.

Flowers:  Please consult with the wedding coordinator for the proper flower arrangements and florists.

Rehearsal: The rehearsal usually takes place the afternoon or evening before the wedding.  The time 

should be arranged with the priest well in advance. It is imperative that the wedding party be on time as 

there are sometimes other rehearsals scheduled for the same evening. The rehearsal will usually be 

limited to 60 minutes. The celebrant will conduct the rehearsal with the assistance of the wedding 

coordinator.  If others are present in the church besides the wedding party, they are asked to remain 

respectfully seated during the rehearsal. Readers are expected to participate in the wedding rehearsal.

Dressing Rooms: There are no dressing rooms in the church. The rectory is not available to the wedding 

party or guests for such purposes.

Ushers: Ushers should be present in the church at least 30 minutes before the wedding to seat guests. 

They should remain after the ceremony to see if they can be of help to the celebrant in restoring the 

church to good order. For example, they should be available to remove empty boxes and ribbons, and 

personal articles left by guests in the pews.

Confetti: The use of confetti, flower petals (real or artificial), rice, or birdseed on church property is not 

permitted at Little Flower.

Guidelines For Receiving Communion

For Catholics

        As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy Communion.  We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

        For Our Fellow Christians

         We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters.  We pray    that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another    and begin to dispel the sad division that separate us.  We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in    keeping with Christ’s prayer for us “that they will all be one” (John 17:21).

      Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion.  Eucharist sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844  4).  Member of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches.  According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion by Christians of these Churches (canon 844  3).

        For Those Not Receiving Communion   

       All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

        For Non-Christians  

     We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and the unity of the human family.

United States Conference of Catholic of Bishops

                                1996

Directions to Little Flower

From the Beltway

Exit River Road and head toward Washington, DC NOT Potomac

At the 6th light (Goldsboro) turn right

At the first light turn left - this is Massachusetts Avenue and Little Flower is approximately 1 mile on the left.

From Washington, DC

Get on to Massachusetts Avenue heading west. 

After Westmoreland Circle, Little Flower is approximately 3/4 of a mile on the right.
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